
Breast Cancer Action's Barbara Brenner dies 
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Under Barbara Brenner's leadership, Breast Cancer Action coined the term "pinkwashing." 

By Victoria Colliver 

May 16, 2013 

Barbara Brenner, longtime health activist, civil rights attorney and former executive director of 
San Francisco's Breast Cancer Action, died Friday at her home in San Francisco of complications 
associated with ALS, or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.  

Ms. Brenner, who twice survived breast cancer only to be diagnosed with ALS in 2010, was 61. 

Known for her intellect, acerbic wit and compassion, Ms. Brenner, who was diagnosed with 
breast cancer for the first time at 41, took over as head of the fledging Breast Cancer Action in 
1995 and turned it into a national organization that focused on causes and prevention of the 
disease rather than just awareness, screening and treatment. 

Under her leadership, the group coined the term "pinkwashing," which applies to the practice of 
slapping pink ribbons on products that may not generate money for research and may even harm 
women's health. In 2002, the group launched the controversial Think Before You Pink campaign 
to encourage people to question whether purchasing a product with a pink ribbon on it actually 
helps combat breast cancer. 

Ms. Brenner's interest in activism was sparked when her mother took her at age 10 to a civil 
rights march, where she heard the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. speak.  

Raised in Baltimore by liberal Jewish parents, Ms. Brenner was the third of seven siblings. She 
was active in the anti-Vietnam War movement at Smith College and came out as a lesbian in 
graduate school at Princeton University, where she met Suzanne Lampert, her partner of 38 
years. 
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